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(54) PICTURE DATA RETRIEVAL METHOD 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To reduce the transmission of unnecessary 
picture data and to shorten retrieval time by executing 
the expanding stop processing and the transmission stop 
processing of unnecessary picture data retrieved in the 
middle of an expanding processing by means of 
progressive encoding. 

CONSTITUTION: In a data base system for preservation 
204, a picture and a browsing picture as auxiliary 
information of a picture retrieval are compression- 
processed 320, and they are accumulated in a picture 
file 321 and a browsing picture file 322. In a transmission 
processing 303, the browsing picture becoming a 
candidate by a browsing picture directory management 
302 is transmitted to an analysis system 206. When the 
target picture is visually recognized from the display 
picture and the picture is selected by click input using a 
mouse 326 in a selection processing 308 while a 
stepwise expanding processing 304 by progressive 
encoding is executed, the stepwise expanding of the 
browsing picture is stopped by an expanding stop processing 307. The stepwise transmission of 
the browsing picture is stopped by a transmission stop processing 308 and the picture is 
retrieved from the selected browsing picture. 
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